In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 the Apostle Paul instructs us to, “Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” The phrase that really sticks out to me is
“give thanks in all circumstances.” That seems like a hard concept to grasp
or even to practice. Is it truly possible to give thanks in ALL of our
circumstances? From a human perspective, it would appear that it is
impossible to give thanks in every circumstance, because not every situation
we find ourselves in feels good or right. It is difficult to give thanks when we
hurt, when we are sad, when we are depressed, when we are anxious, or even
scared. In these moments we are weak and feel at our lowest. Most of the
time, we are not even thinking about being thankful.
However, if we change our perspective from a human one to a spiritual
one, then how we feel about these circumstances just might change. In and
of ourselves we do not have the strength to give thanks in the difficult
situations of life. But God says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
strength is made perfect in weakness.”
If we are practicing the first two verses in this passage, “Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing…,” and we are abiding in Christ, and walking in the
Spirit, then when the hard situations of life do arise we will see them for what
they are with spiritual eyes. They are opportunities for God to get glory in
our lives, for our faith to increase, and for our trust and love of God to grow.
Our focus for the month of November is going to be on “thanksGIVING.”
I would like for us to make a commitment in our hearts that we will focus on
Giving God:
My Praise & Worship
My Fears & Worries
My Time, Talents, & Treasure
My Self
Will you make this commitment with me? If we give all these to God,
then that means we are yielding control to Him, and if God is in control, then
what could go wrong?
Let us GIVE THANKS in EVERYTHING,
because God is Good!
- Pastor Zack

