
The Endurance of Our Faith 
1 Peter 3:8-17 
 
The Point: We can endure suffering because of our hope in Christ.  
 

I. We are called to love and bless even those who intend evil toward us…vv. 8-12 

A. We are to have the same attitude Jesus had toward people. 

B. Do not repay evil for evil or insult for insult.  

C. We were called to be blessings.  

Some Lasting Truths from vv. 8-12 

 Without the love of Christ in our hearts, we cannot love and bless those who mistreat 

us. 

 The point of contention that peter specifically addressed is not retaliating when other 

people hurt us.  

 The only true way to overcome evil is by doing good.  

 We are called to do what is right even when others do not treat us right.  

II. Our hope in Christ carries us through any circumstance or suffering…vv. 13-14 

A. Who will harm you if you follow what is good?  

B. If you suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed.  

C. Do not be afraid of their threats nor be troubled.  

Some Lasting Truths from vv. 13-14 

 Living in a fallen world, people who are devoted to doing good will encounter evil.  

 Righteous people do not fear the future because they are trusting God.  



 Rather than become discouraged when we experience suffering for righteousness sake, 

we ought to count ourselves blessed.  

 If our hope in Christ helps us endure unjust suffering, then it can strengthen us when we 

face other forms of suffering as well.  

III. Faithfulness in suffering is an opportunity for us to point others to the hope we 

have in Christ…vv. 15-17 

A. Be ready to give a defense for what you believe! 

B. Do this with gentleness and respect.  

C. It is better to suffer for doing good, than for doing evil.  

Some Lasting Truths from vv. 15-17 

 When we are faithful during the suffering we experience, it creates an opportunity to 

share with others the source of our hope.  

 When people see us take a respectful stand for the cause of Christ, God will vindicate us 

in the end.  

 It is better to suffer for doing good, if it be God’s will, than for doing evil.  

 

Apply It!  

- Respond with grace, humility, and respect when faced with opposition.  

- Let the word of God give you comfort and courage when suffering for righteousness 

sake.  

- Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that 

is in you! 


