
A Special Announcement about COVID-19 
 

 As most everyone knows, the people of our great country have been learning more and 
more about a type of virus (causing respiratory illness) that was first identified in Wuhan, 
China some three short months ago. It has since spread to many countries all over the world 
and has now been characterized as a pandemic by the World Health Organization. (WHO) 
 

 While we as representatives of Jesus Christ by no means want to get caught up in the 
hysteria being exhibited by some, our church and church staff want to demonstrate caution 
and care for one another, especially those who are most vulnerable, those having underlying 
health concerns such as heart problems, diabetes, etc.  
  

WHAT PRECAUTIONS CAN WE TAKE FOR OUR CHURCH GATHERINGS? 
 

1-  Stay home if you are sick. 
 (While we always want you to feel welcomed by our church family at any of our services 
 and activities, the best way to “love your neighbor” just might be by staying at home when 
 you are ill.) 
    In light of the coronavirus outbreak, if you or your children are running a fever, have a 
 cough, are sneezing or have  other symptoms of sickness, we encourage you to consider 
 others and refrain from corporate worship until you are feeling better and fever free for 
 24 hours. 
 

2- Exercise common sense actions to protect yourselves and others from the spread of all 
 illnesses, including the flu and possibly the coronavirus. 

Such actions would include: 
 a- Washing your hands with soap and water for a sustained amount of time.    
  (Most say 20 seconds.) 
 b- Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 
 c- Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
  (We are asking that we temporarily refrain from shaking hands, 
  hugging others or other action that might spread illness to others.) 
 

  *Perhaps, we can say, The Lord reigns, or Praise the Lord for a short time.  Or, in honor  
    of Pastor Josh’ alma mater, say Maranatha! 
 

In conjunction with Berkeley County’s cancellation of school this week, beginning with 
tonight’s services and practices (Sunday, March 15), we are also cancelling Wednesday 
services (March 18) as well as Movie Night (Friday, March 20)  
 

At this point in time, we are planning to resume our regular schedule of services on Sunday, 
March 22.  This will be the first Sunday for our new pastor, Zack Stringer, his wife, Katie and 
their children, Carter and Will.  (We know this is an exciting time for our First Baptist family, 
but please adhere to aforementioned recommendations if you are sick or do not feel well. 
We are going to make every effort possible to live-stream these services in case you are ill or 
unable to attend.)                            
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 We do not make these recommendations based upon fear.  (Isaiah 41:10)  As God’s 
children, we are not to be afraid!  We know our God is a good God and that all good things 
come from Him.  We can trust Him in all matters.  We do however, think it wise, where 
possible to attempt to comply with county/state/national efforts to help minimize the spread 
of disease. 
 

 This serious health issue is prompting us to more closely examine the best ways to minister 
to you and your family during times of crisis.  For now, we encourage you to regularly check 
our website  www.firstbaptistinwood.org  or our church Facebook site (which can also be 
reached on our website) for up-to-date information.  You can, of course, call the church office 
during hours (8am-4pm) or leave messages for us in the General mailbox of our church phone.  
(304-229-3690)  When (if) church services or activities are cancelled, we will use these means 
to inform you. 
 

 If you have not already done so, please provide us with a means to personally contact you 
(cell number for text or email address) should we need to get in touch with you on short 
notice. 
 

 This is the time for God’s children to shine as light in a world that needs to see us as people 
of faith!  Look around you and show the love of Christ to any who might be in need. 
 

 Your church staff will attempt to contact you regularly!  Until next time, 
 
KEEP LOOKING UP! 
 
Pastor Zack, Pastor Devin, Pastor Josh, and Pastor Greg  
 

http://www.firstbaptistinwood.org/

